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**The Contracting Officer should insert 
a lower percent than the maximum per-
centage stated in paragraph (b) of the 
clause.

552.216–72 Placement of Orders. 

As prescribed in 516.506, inset the fol-
lowing clause:

PLACEMENT OF ORDERS (SEP 1999) 

(a) Delivery orders (orders) will be placed 
by: 

[Contracting Officer insert names of Fed-
eral agencies] 

(b) Orders may be placed through Elec-
tronic Data Interchange (EDI) or mailed in 
paper form. EDI orders shall be placed using 
the American National Standards Institute 
(ANSI) X12 Standard for Electronic Data 
Interchange (EDI) format. 

(c) If the Contractor agrees, GSA’s Federal 
Supply Service (FSS) will place all orders by 
EDI using computer-to-computer EDI. If 
computer-to-computer EDI is not possible, 
FSS will use an alternative EDI method al-
lowing the Contractor to receive orders by 
facsimile transmission. Subject to the Con-
tractor’s agreement, other agencies may 
place orders by EDI. 

(d) When computer-to-computer EDI proce-
dures will be used to place orders, the Con-
tractor shall enter into one or more Trading 
Partner Agreements (TPA) with each Fed-
eral agency placing orders electronically in 
order to ensure mutual understanding by the 
parties of certain electronic transaction con-
ventions and to recognize the rights and re-
sponsibilities of the parties as they apply to 
this method of placing orders. The TPA must 
identify, among other things, the third party 
provider(s) through which electronic orders 
are placed, the transaction sets used, secu-
rity procedures, and guidelines for imple-
mentation. Federal agencies may obtain a 
sample format to customize as needed from 
the office specified in (g) below. 

(e) The Contractor shall be responsible for 
providing its own hardware and software 
necessary to transmit and receive data elec-
tronically. Additionally, each party to the 
TPA shall be responsible for the costs associ-
ated with its use of third party provider 
services. 

(f) Nothing in the TPA will invalidate any 
part of this contract between the Contractor 
and the General Services Administration. All 
terms and conditions of this contract that 
otherwise would be applicable to a mailed 
order shall apply to the electronic order. 

(g) The basic content and format of the 
TPA will be provided by: 

General Services Administration, Acquisi-
tion Operations and Electronic Commerce 
Center (FCS), Washington, DC 20406

Telephone: [Contracting officer insert ap-
propriate telephone numbers] 

FAX:

(End of clause) 

Alternate I (SEP 1999). As prescribed 
in 516.506, substitute the following 
paragraphs (a), (b), (c), and (d) for para-
graphs (a), (b), (c), and (d) of the basic 
clause:

(a) All delivery orders (orders) under this 
contract will be placed by the General Serv-
ices Administration’s Federal Supply Serv-
ice (FSS). The Contractor is not authorized 
to accept orders from any other agency. Vio-
lation of this restriction may result in ter-
mination of the contract pursuant to the de-
fault clause of this contract. 

(b) All orders shall be placed by Electronic 
Data Interchange (EDI) using the American 
National Standards Institute (ANSI) X12 
Standard for Electronic Data Interchange 
(EDI) format. 

(c) If the Contractor agrees, transmission 
will be computer-to-computer EDI. If com-
puter-to-computer EDI is not possible, FSS 
will use an alternative EDI method allowing 
the Contractor to receive orders by facsimile 
transmission. 

(d) When computer-to-computer EDI proce-
dures will be used to place orders, the Con-
tractor shall enter into a Trading Partner 
Agreement (TPA) with FSS in order to en-
sure mutual understanding by the parties of 
certain electronic transaction conventions 
and to recognize the rights and responsibil-
ities of the parties as they apply to this 
method of placing orders. The TPA must 
identify among other things, the third party 
provider(s) through which electronic orders 
are placed, the transaction sets used, secu-
rity procedures, and guidelines for imple-
mentation.

Alternate II (SEP 1999). As prescribed 
in 516.506(c), substitute the following 
paragraph (a) for paragraph (a) of the 
basic clause:

(a) The organizations listed below may 
place orders under this contract. Questions 
regarding organizations authorized to use 
this schedule should be directed to the Con-
tracting Officer. 

(1) Executive agencies. 
(2) Other Federal agencies. 
(3) Mixed-ownership Government corpora-

tions. 
(4) The District of Columbia. 
(5) Government contractors authorized in 

writing by a Federal agency pursuant to 48 
CFR 51.1. 

(6) Other activities and organizations au-
thorized by statute or regulation to use GSA 
as a source of supply.
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